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Dear friends in Christ,
The reading from Matthew 14:22-33, Jesus Walks on the Water, has much to
teach us. Just before this text, Jesus had fed the 5,000 with five loaves and two
fish. The disciples had seen this miracle and knew better than anyone what
Jesus had done. The food multiplied while they gave it to the people. It didn’t
run out. All ate and were satisfied.
Then Jesus puts them in the boat and sends them back to the other side. Can
you imagine the conversation? The wonder and amazement in their voices as
they talked about what Jesus had done? They knew He was the Son of God by
what He had done. They knew only God Himself had such power. Only God
could show such love. The glory of that miracle thrilled them.
But they still had room to grow in faith. Miracles and blessings strengthen
faith. But nothing can build faith like suffering. And soon they would suffer.
For the gusts began to blow. They waves began to rise. They had to fight
against the wind and water, clawing their way across the Sea of Galilee. It was
exhausting. It was dark. It was wet and cold. It was also scary. For they
looked up and saw Jesus walking across the water toward them. Memories of
the many fishing boats that had sunk in the Sea came back to them. Was that
figure on the waves one who had drowned and died? Was it going to harm
them? These big, strong men cried out in fear. The confidence they had after
the feeding of the 5,000 was gone. All they knew was fear.
"Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid." Jesus calls to them. His voice comforts
them. His words have the power to calm the fear in their hearts. So much so
that Peter is brave again. The water around the boat surged and roiled. He
knew that no one could survive in it for long. Unless… Unless Jesus in His
power gave the command. So Peter calls to Him, "Lord, if it is you, command
me to come to you on the water." Jesus responds with the command, “Come.”
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Earlier in the day, Jesus said, “Give.” His command was clear. Take this food
and give it. And by His command, there was food to give, more than enough.
So now Jesus says, “Come.” And if He said it, He will make it so. Peter steps
out of the boat and stands on the raging waves. They support him. He walks.
As long as he remembers Jesus’ command, Peter is safe. But he forgets the
command and power of Christ. (continued on next page)
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He sees the fury of the water, and thinks of death by drowning. He forgets Christ who is standing on the waves near
him, the One who gives him life. He knows only fear.
“Lord, save me!” His prayer is short and urgent. (So similar to what we pray in Church… “Lord, have mercy!”) Jesus
hears and acts. He reaches out His hand, grasps Peter, and pulls him to
safety. He pulls Peter to Himself, the safest place of all. Would Jesus have
let Peter drown when Jesus Himself had commanded Peter to come?
Would Christ fail Peter? Never. You know it. I know it. Peter knew it. But
he was still afraid. His fear was stronger than his faith.
Now Christ shows Himself stronger than the wind and waves. He shows
Himself as even stronger than Peter’s fear. Jesus saves Peter in the midst of
his terror of drowning. The memory of Jesus strong hand closing around
his wrist and pulling him up would stay with him. Jesus’ victory in the face
of Peter’s fear and suffering strengthened his faith beyond measure.
When we are afraid, it is hard to believe. When we have struggles, when
money is tight, when we are worried, it is hard to believe. So this text is
written for you. To remind you that Christ is your Savior. This text reminds you that Christ is not far away. In
baptism, Christ has pulled you from the flood. He sets you on a firm foundation, and He loves you.
The Christ who commanded, “Give” and “Come” is the same one who calls us in the Gospel and feeds us at the
Supper. The Christ who had compassion on the hungry crowd and lovingly heard Peter’s prayer is the same One who
has compassion on us all and hears our prayers. The very hand that pulled Peter from the would-be watery grave, is
the same hand that was nailed to the cross for us, so that He could pull us all from a very real grave on the day of
resurrection.
So, dear friends, we face the challenges before us, we work together in a healthy way to deal with them, we share the
word of Christ with those in need. But our strength is not in us; it is in Christ. It is not time to be afraid, it is time to
trust Him and love each other. And since that is too much for us, it is time for us to cry together, “Lord, save us!” He
already has saved us. He always will.
And, miracle of miracles, instead of fear, Christ will plant faith. And instead of anger, He will give us peace. The
peace of Christ, that passes all understanding… Lord Jesus, give us Your peace! Amen.
In Christ,
Pastor Horn

The Holy Baptism of
Margaret Rose Van Rooy
July 30, 2017
May God bless and keep
Maggie always.

“in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another”
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Fellowship Notes

Andrew and Pinky Simpson
13305 Caminito Ciera #127
San Diego, CA 92129

We have some great stuff in the works coming up:
August 19, 4pm: Game night! This month it is
straight-up potluck. Bring your favorite dish and
your favorite game. Sign up sheet is in Boettcher
Hall.

Don and Joyce Radesky
1325 Las Villas Way #326
Escondido, CA 92026
David and Michele Van Rooy
Adeline, Katherine, Margaret
5041 Nighthawk Way
Oceanside, CA 92056

Letter from Rick and Wanda
To our fellow Christians at Gloria Dei,
Rick and I have been so blessed to have been a
part of Gloria Dei for the past twenty years. We
have learned so much from the sound pastors
that you have called to shepherd the little flock.
We are grieved to leave, but take with us so many
good memories. Once we get into our home
(probably mid-August), you are all invited to
come visit. Our new address is 4704
Thunderbird, Lago Vista, TX 78645. Until then,
you can write to us at P.O. Box 4421, Lago Vista,
TX 78645 or email. You can get our cell numbers
from the office.
We plan to come back for visits, so you haven’t
gotten rid of us completely.
Our love, prayers, and
blessings to all,
Rick and
Wanda

September 2, 9:30am: Military Luncheon. We will
meet at the church and head over. Lora or Debbie
will need your info (full name, birthdate, address,
phone number, drivers license number and
expiration date) if you haven’t gone before. It’s
always a wonderful time serving these
exceptional men and women.
There are a few things we can use:
• Desserts: The drill instructors LIVE for our
homemade desserts after a hard 8 mile hike.
• Coolers: We will need 3-4 coolers for
transporting sodas and food.
Our food table after church has been AMAZING
lately. So many great things! Thank you so
much. If you could remember every once in a
while to add a little money in the coffee pot
sitting by the plates, that would be wonderful.
That goes to pay for the coffee, plates, cutlery, etc.
that helps make our after-church spread the best
around!
Some plans for the future: game night in
September, a movie night, and a church picnic
(once it’s cooler).

Rich and Paige’s wedding

Rick and Wanda’s new house

Youth Update
Thank you for supporting the youth group! We had an amazing time at Higher Things! For our September Game
Night, our youth will be talking about their experiences at Higher Things with a slideshow of pictures from our time
there. Here is a preview:

Hiking Club
Our Hiking Club met on Saturday, August 5 for a beautiful hike along Solana Beach starting at Fletcher Cove. We had
about fourteen people hiking with us, a little over four miles in total, and then we went to a nice cafe in Solana Beach
called the Wild Note Cafe and had lunch. It was a wonderful time, peaceful and refreshing. Our next hike will be on
Saturday, September 30, so mark your calendars. The location of the hike is dependent on how the weather is. If it’s
too hot, we will do a beach hike again. If it’s cool enough, we are looking at a hike in Julian perhaps, with some apple
pie afterwards. Hope you can join us!

Alternatives Women’s Center
Gloria Dei recently participated in Alternatives’ Baby Bottle drive along with some
other churches in the area. Gloria Dei raised $459.10, representing 4% of the total
$13,485 that was raised by the ten churches. Way to go!
We do have a couple more bottles in the Narthex and in the secretary’s office in
case you want to drop your change in there anytime. Thank you for your support!
Every penny goes towards the programs and services that Alternatives provides
free of charge:
•Medical staff in two clinics
•Medical services, pregnancy testing, diagnosis, ultrasound
•Earn While You Learn education programs
•Hannah’s Closet program
•Francie Overstreet Scholarship Fund

