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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther went to the church door in Wittenberg. He
nailed 95 Theses that he was willing to debate with anyone who took a
differing opinion. The ideas contained in these 95 Theses spread quickly across
Europe, providing a spark to the Reformation of the Church. On October 29,
2017 we will gather here at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church on Reformation Day, to
remember the work that God has done, is doing, and yet will do to continue to
reform His Church, leading her to turn from sin and trust in His Son for
forgiveness and eternal life.
The Reformation is and always should be about repentance from sin and trust
in God’s Word which proclaims Jesus Christ as the Savior of the World. We
hear the emphasis on repentance in the very first of those 95 Theses: “1. When
our Lord Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent,’ He willed the entire life of believers to be
one of repentance.” Reforming the Church occurs when each of us hears the
Word of God in its truth, and we ask for forgiveness and trust in Christ.
In the Bible, we hear the Word of the Law and the Word of the Gospel. Both are
statements from God, but they work different things in us. The Law tells us all
the loving things that God wants us to do. But when we hear the depth of the
love that God requires us to show to Him and our neighbor, we realize how we
have failed to love God and our neighbor. We have sinned against God. Thus
the loving commands in the Law wind up showing us our sin and the
punishment we deserve for that sin. The Law silences our vain selfrighteousness, and calls us to pay attention to God before it is too late.
This work of the Law is clearly stated in our epistle reading for Reformation
Day from Romans 3:19-20:
“Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those
who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped,
and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For by
works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight,
since through the law comes knowledge of sin.”
If the Law is all we hear from the Bible, we would despair. But God has
another Word to share with us, the Word of the Gospel.
(continued on next page)
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The Gospel gives us the message of forgiveness of sins and eternal life by God’s grace, through faith in Jesus Christ.
Salvation is a free gift to us from Jesus. We do not earn it, for we could never do that. JESUS GIVES SALVATION
FREELY TO ALL WHO TRUST IN HIM. He earned salvation for the world when He died on the cross and rose again
from the dead.
This work of the Gospel is clearly stated in our epistle reading for Reformation Day from Romans 3:21-25:
But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the
Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.
For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation
by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine
forbearance he had passed over former sins.
This Reformation season, please listen to the Word of God and hear the Law and Gospel.
Hear the Law call you to repent. Hear the Gospel promise you forgiveness freely by faith in
Christ. It is important to continue to hear the Law and the Gospel, because our sin leads us to
tend to forget, and the devil wants to lead us away from Christ. Until we are safely with
Jesus in heaven, we will suffer constant attacks designed to lead us away from Christ. That is
why it is so important to continue to hear the Word of God, for it protects us from the Evil
One, teaches us the truth and gives the forgiveness of Christ.
The best thing you can do this Reformation is to hear God’s Word. You can hear that Word of
God here at Gloria Dei. It is read here, preached here, sung here, and taught here. The Word
is poured over you here in baptism and fed to you in the Lord’s Supper. The Word of Christ
is here. It is here for your entire life to lead you every day in repentance and faith in Christ.
Do you recognize your need for that Word? Have you let it have a place in your life? Are you bored with that Word?
Have you let it slip from your eyes and ears? If so, beware. Today is the day of salvation! Come and hear Christ! He
will save you, and you will praise Him as your Lord and Savior. Amen.
In Christ,
Pastor Horn

September Game Night

Our wonderful Sunday
School teachers

Babies love their pastors

“in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another”
Letter to Members of Gloria Dei
Dear Pastor Horn and all our friends in Christ at
Gloria Dei,
May the many expressions of kindness and
encouragement and hope be returned to each one of
you in the same Christ-like love that was given to
me. May God continue to do in each of your lives
what only He can--strengthen you with His love,
fill you with His assurance, and bless you with
His peace. Thank you.
With Love,
Elizabeth Tulkki
New Members Joining Soon
Shirley Jameson
2430 Lake Forest Street
Escondido, CA 92026
(818) 523-0922
sitra715z@gmail.com
Diane Yeagley
1746 Craigmore Avenue
Escondido, CA 92027
(760) 809-2723
dcyeagley@cox.net

Upcoming Events
The last two months of the year is always a fun time
at Gloria Dei.
November 4 - Reformation Hymn Sing with German
Potluck Dinner at 4pm. Sign up sheet is in Boettcher
Hall.
November 11 - Hiking Club Hike. Keep an eye on
the Blue News for more information.
November 15 - Fellowship meeting, 9:45am.
November 23 - Thanksgiving Dinner, 2pm. Invite
your family and friends to join us!
December 2 - The Hanging of the Greens and the
Chili Cook-off, 10am. Better start working on that
chili recipe!
December 10 - Our Voters' Meeting is tentatively
scheduled for after Divine Service at 10:30.
Advent services: December 6, 13, 20 at 7pm.
We will have our full Advent/Christmas schedule
out in November.

October Hiking Club

Make sure you are getting the weekly e-news in
your inbox every week to keep current on all the
news! Sign up on our website: gdlutheran.org

New Missionary

Thank you, Kristen!
Kristen had her one year work anniversary
this past September. Thank you, Kristen, for
all your hard work in the office every week!
Kristen has been a great help working with
the preschool, facilitating the plumbing
repairs that have been needed over there
recently. We are blessed to have her.

On recommendation of the Mission Board, the
Board of Directors has voted to support Rev.
Daniel Conrad, who is now serving in Mexico
City, Mexico. Pastor Conrad is doing a similar job
as Pastor Horn had in Papua New Guinea, serving
as a theological educator who trains new Lutheran
pastors in the area.
Pastor Conrad is married to Kathy, and they have
a daughter named Ana, who is in high school.
Mexico recently experienced a devastating
earthquake, which killed over 400 people. All of
the missionary teams and members of Pastor
Conrad's church were safe, as well as the church
buildings. Please pray for the pastors, vicars, and
missionaries who are helping people affected by
this tragedy.
Pastor Conrad puts out a missionary newsletter
every other month. If you wish to be on his email
list, please let Heather know. The newsletters will
also be posted on the Mission Board in Boettcher
Hall.
The LCMS has a sister synod in Mexico called The
Lutheran Synod of Mexico. We have been in
fellowship since 1968. The Lutheran Synod of
Mexico has a membership of more than 1,000
baptized with 20 congregations and 12 pastors, lay
preachers, and other staff. More pastors are
needed in Mexico. Rev. Conrad is doing
important work!
You can learn more about the Conrads at their
LCMS missionary website at: https://
www.lcms.org/Conrad

